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1. IN A SURPRISE MOVE THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH DEC 5 ANNOUNCED 
THAT IT WOULD ADD TO THEAGENDA OF THE SPECIAL SESSION OF 
CONGRESS SLATED TO BEGIN NEXT WEEK (SEE REFTEL), A DRAFT 
LAW DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS: DEFENSE, INTERNAL SECURITY, 

AND INTELLIGENCE. 

2. THE INTERNAL SECURITY FEATURES OF THE LAW EMBODY CONCEPTS 
FOR A SECURITY COMMITTEE THAT HAVE BEEN DISCUSSED IN POLITICAL 
AND MILITARY CIRCLES FOR SEVERAL MONTHS. THE EARLIER ATTEMPTS 
TO CREATE A SECURITY COUNCIL TO DEAL WITH TERRORISM APPARENTLY 
FOUNDERED BECAUSE OF THE OPPOSITION OF LOPEZ REGA, WHO REPORTEDLY 
DID NOT WANT TO SEE SO POWERFUL A BODY ESTABLISHED INDEPENDENT 
OF HIS CONTROL. AS PRESENTLY ENVISAGED, THE COMMITTEE WOULD BE 
CHAIRED BY MRS PERON, RATHER THAN A MILITARY MAN, THUS APPARENTLY 
OVERCOMING LOPEZ REGA S OBJECTIONS (AND ALSO PUTTING TO REST 
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CHAIRED BY RAUL LACABANNE, THE RIGHT WING FEDERAL INTERVENTOR 
IN CORDOBA). GIVEN THE FRUSTRATION OF EARLIER ATTEMPTS TO SET 
UP AN INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE FOR SECURITY, AN OPERATIONAL 
COORDINATING COMMITTEE OF SORTS WAS SET UP WITHIN THE DEFENSE 
MINISTRY (SEE IR 6 804 0459 74). THE LATEST VERSION, AS PRESENTED 
IN THE DRAFT LEGISLATION, HOWEVER, ENVISAGES A MUCH BROADER AND 
HIGHLEVEL BODY WITH INTERAGENCY COORDINATING FUNCTION. THE DRAFT 
INTERNAL SECURITY LAW WILL UNDOUBTEDLY PROVOKE LIVELY POLITICAL 
DEBATE AND WILL BE SUBJECT OF EMBASSY ANALYSIS SEPTEL. 

3. THE DEFENSE PORTION OF THE LAW APPEARS ON ITS FACE TO BE 

AN ATTEMPT TO EMBODY GREATER MANAGEMENT CONTROLS OVER MATERIAL 
PROCUREMENT, R&D EFFORTS, AND AMINISTRATIVE DUPLICATION WHICH 
PRESENTLY CHARACTERIZE ARGENTINE ARMED FORCES. THE LAW WOULD 
ESTABLISH A JOINT COMMAND SIMILAR TO US JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
SYSTEM THAT WOULD, IN TURN, REPORT TO THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE. 

THIS MECHANISM WOULD PRESUMABLY SERVE TO RATIONALIZE PRESENT 
MILIARY ACTIVITIES IN AREAS OUTLINED ABOVE. IF CARRIED OUT IN 
SPIRIT OF DRAFT LAW WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY RESTRICT SCOPE FOR 
INDIVIDUAL ACTION THREE SERVICES NOW POSSESS THUS, IT WILL 
MEET WITH SOME RESISTANCE FROM SENIOR OFFICIALS. BEYOND THIS, IT 
DOESN'T APPEAR AT THIS POINT THAT DRAFT LAW HAS ANY OTHER 
POLITICAL OBJECTIVES AND THUS WILL BE LEAST CONTROVERSIAL PORTION 
OF NEW LEGISLATION RECOMMENDED TO CONGRESS. 

4. COMMENT. SOME TIME AGO, EMBASSY, AT REQUEST OF SENATOR 
EDUARDO PAZ, CHAIRMAN OF SENATE DEFENSE COMMITTEE, PROVIDED 
COPIES OF US LAW ESTABLISHING DOD. AT THAT TIME, PAZ NOTED THAT 
GOA DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENT WISHED TO STUDY US LAW TO ADAPT TO 
ARGENTINE CONDITIONS MANAGEMENT CONTROLS WHICH WOULD ALLOW FOR 
ARGENTINE MOD TO PROCURE EQUIPMENT TO CARRY ON RESEARCH AND 
OTHER MILITARY-RELATED ACTIVITIES AT LOWER COST. FROM DRAFT LAW IT 
APPEARS THAT THIS IS NOW BEING DONE. WHETHER IF PASSED, LAW WILL, 
INDEED, BRING GREATER MANAGERIAL EFFICIENCY TO ARGENTINE MOD, 

OF COURSE, REMAINS TO BE SEEN. EMBASSY POUCHING FULL TEXT OF 
LAW ARA/AUP. 

HILL 
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